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CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF THE CENTRAL TRADE UNIONS AND SECTORWISE
FEDERATIONS

30" May 2017 — Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi

Concluding declaration

The Joint Platform of Central Trade Unions decided to hold this consultation with the leadership of all
major workers’ federations in the country to chart the next course of united trade union action on the

national plane.

The CTUOs express serious concern over deteriorating situation in the national economy having its
grievous impact on the livelihood of the working people across the sector. Unemployment situation is
getting aggravated in every passing day with the most employment intensive sectors including
construction sector are showing negligible growth in employment; simultaneously with the increasing
phenomenon of closure and shut-down of industries, employment generation has practically turned
negative. Added to this is the recent phenomenon of a possibility of huge job-loss in the IT sector

also. CTUs welcomes the formation of Federation of employees of ITES sector.

Price-rise of essential commodities services including public transport, electricity medicines etc is
mounting pressure on daily life of the people in general leading to widening as well as deepening
impoverishment. And in this background, drastic cut in Govt expenditure in social sector and various
welfare schemes has made the conditions of workers, particularly those in unorganized sector more

precarious.



In this background, the Govt. at the centre has been continuing its increasing onslaught on the rights
and livelihood of the working people of the country across the sectors, both in the organized sector as
well as unorganized sector. The Govt. has been continuing to arrogantly ignore the 12 point charter
demands on minimum wage, social security, workers’ status for the scheme workers, against
privatization and mass scale contractorisation etc being jointly pursued by the entire trade union
movement of the country. On the contrary, it is refusing to implement the most genuine issue of

‘equal wage and benefits for same work’ despite clear direction of the Supreme Court.

Despite opposition of all the trade unions in the country irrespective of affiliations, the Govt. has been
aggressively pushing through its programme of pro-employer labour law reforms which is aimed at

imposing the condition of slavery on the working people.

Latest onslaught is the code on Social Security proposed by the Govt, which under the camouflage of
universalization of social security, aims to dismantle and demolish existing functional social security
infrastructure under Employees Provident Fund Organisation, Coal Mines Provident Fund and
Employees State Insurance Corporation and usurp the huge social security fund subscribed by the
workers amounting to around Rs 12 lakh crore and make them available for speculation in share
market. Well established social security schemes should not be discussed. For unorganized sector

workers a separate umbrella authority be setup with Govt. paying the major contribution.

Side by side, the Govt of the day has been actively pursuing its pet project of privatization of all
strategic PSUs, Central Govt Establishments for Defence Production, public sector Financial
Institutions and also Railways through multi-pronged measures of disinvestment, strategic sale,
outsourcing PSU production in favour of private sector, promoting 100 per cent FDI in the concerned
sector and stripping all the cash rich PSUs from the surplus and reserves generated by the PSU
workers only. The worst and most dubious is the game plan to outsource by executive order more than
50 per cent products including weapons and critical equipments, so long being produced by the
Ordinance Factories under Defence Ministry in favour of private sector both domestic and foreign
while gifting away the permission of producing major products by our Defence PSUs to corporate
sector on nomination basis — all with the liberal provision of viability gap funding. Legislative

initiative to pave the way for privatization of our major ports is also in the advanced stage.

In fine, the Govt. at the centre while chanting nationalistic slogans has been acting overtime to preside
over a process of complete destruction of country’s manufacturing capability, to the advantage of

foreign corporates with the domestic corporates as their junior partners.

In different segments of the economy like steel, coal, transport, financial sector, port & docks, defence
production, public transport, the workers and their unions have already embarked in the path of
industrywide united struggle. In the unorganized sector also, particularly in construction, central govt.

schemes, etc. workers are carrying on agitation in different forms.

In Coal sector the Government has decided sale of coal mines to private sector and large scale
disinvestment of CIL. The Government is trying to merge CMPF with EPF which is detrimental to
coal workers interest. Combined with this the Government delaying settlement of wage revision has
compelled all coal workers federations to decide to go on strike for three days on 19th, 20th, and 21st

June 2017. Similarly unrest is growing in port and dock sector over Government move to amend



Major Ports Act to corporatise the major land and other assets of the ports. Public Road Transport
Workers in various states have been opposing moves on the part of state Governments to privatize
public transport undertakings/corporations. They are also opposing the so-called Road Safety Bill

which will outrightly pave way for dismantling of public transport system.

Government employees demand for scrapping NPS and refixing minimum wage for upward revision
of implementation factor under 7 CPC is being ignored by the Central Government causing

resentment among the central and state Government employees.

The Joint Platform of CTUOs also expresses grave concern over the communal and divisive
machinations on the society being carried on with the active patronage of the Govt. machinery which
is aimed disrupting the unity of the people and the worker, cultivating an atmosphere of conflicts
within the society on non-issues. Unity of the working people and people at large is the only weapon
in the hands of the trade union movement to fight against exploitation and in defence of their rights

which cannot be allowed to be disrupted by disruptive and divisive forces.

In such a context, the Joint Platform of Central Trade Unions has taken the initiative to raise the voice
of surging struggles in various sectors through a concerted united agitation and mobilization at
national level to be followed by countrywide general strike as a culmination of all sectoral struggles.

The idea conceived by the Joint Platform of Central Trade Unions is as under:

1. To work for promoting united struggles in all the sectors of the economy on respective demands,
which has already started taking off

2. To hold massively attended National Convention of Workers on 8" August, 2017.

3. To organize block/district/industrial centre/state level campaign, mobilization and convention

and meetings

4. Three days (day-night) Padav (continuous dharna) at National Capital to be attended by lakhs

of workers from all over the country on a relay basis — sometime in November/December

5. Countrywide General Strike to follow in 2018, appropriate date(s) of which will be decided by
CTUs.

The leadership of major national Federations are requested to give their opinion on the next phase of
joint movement and also the struggles/ agitations being/going to be conducted in the respective
sectors based on which the programme for countrywide united agitation and struggle will be finalized

synchronizing with the sectoral actions.
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